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M

essage from the Manse

Dear Friends,
It was during my first months as
minister here that my father reached the age of
sixty-five. He retired from full-time employment
and there were lots of jokes about him being an
OAP. It has come as a bit of surprise to find that I
am now sixty-five. The jokes about being an OAP
are not quite so funny. Though I do have the
answer that I reach state pension age at sixty-six, so
not an OAP, yet!
The inevitable question is being asked: “When will
you retire?” The answer is that I do not know. I can
say that it will be sooner rather than later. But what
does that mean? What I do know is that it was not
my life plan to become a minister. I applied to
Cairneyhill linked with Limekilns fairly sure I would
not be called here. I came here with the
understanding I would remain for around ten years.
All I can say with certainty is that my life is in God’s
hands. With even more certainty, I can say that the
future is in God’s hands. What that future will be, I
do not know. No one doubts that we live in
uncertain times in an uncertain world.
Looking at the world, or our personal lives, the
future may be uncertain, but there is a certainty we
can hold onto. In Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus words to
his disciples, “I am with you always, to the very end
of the age.” We walk into an unknowable future,
but with Jesus by our side. May God bless you
today and on into that unknown future.
Yours, Norman

PLEASE NOTE: CDs of Church Services are
available for those who can’t do Zoom, don’t
have access to the website and can’t come to
church. If they have a CD player and would like
a CD then please contact Norman or Karen on
872 341

T

he Village Link Newsletter

is published and financed by
Limekilns Parish Church, and is a
Community / Church link for Limekilns,
Charlestown, Crombie and Pattiesmuir.
If you do not wish to receive this newsletter
please ‘phone or email Jackie at the Church Office
and your name will be removed from the list.
Tel: 01383 873337 www.limekilnschurch.org
If you know of a friend or neighbour who would
like a paper copy of this newsletter you can collect
one from the Church Office or from the Sutlery.
(Thank you, Solomon and Rakhee!)
If you would like to receive it but don’t have
someone to collect it for you, please phone Karen
on 872341 and I will make sure you get it.
You can read online via our church web-site at
www.limekinschurch or on Facebook; Village Link
Newsletter is also displayed on all three
notice-boards in Limekilns and Charlestown and
outside the Church. Feel free to phone either
Jackie in the Church Office on 873337 or
Eileen on 872618 for more information.
Please continue to submit articles to the
newsletter (no more than 200 words please). We
welcome contributions from all villagers. You may
wish to send in news of village groups, or to share
an interest, recommend a film, an exhibition or a
book, etc. It would be great to have some
memories of times gone by in the villages.
Everyone enjoys
reading about
‘the good old
days’.

Eileen Kirkpatrick,
Editor

C

hurch Services:

From the Heart...

Church Services take place
every Sunday at 10.00am.
For those unable to attend church, Sunday services
will continue to take place online on Zoom. To join
worship on Zoom use ID Number 899 8656 4721.

Edie said: “Mrs Marsh is the best head teacher
because she never shouts. Also she
has good rules. DO NOT LEAVE, MRS
MARSH!!!!!!”
Rose said:
“We will miss you, Mrs Marsh!”

Contact the Minister for the passcode (tel: 872341;
e-mail: nmg57@live.com).
An audio version of the service is available on the
website (www.limekilnschurch.org). This can be
accessed anytime.

PLATINUM JUBILEE

A

On Thursday 2 June, 9.45pm, the
beacon on Limekilns Pier will be lit
as part of a chain of beacons
around the UK and
Commonwealth countries.

Fond Farewell
On Friday 29th April , children, parents and

staff of Limekilns School said FAREWELL to
Headteacher, Mrs Anne Marsh, at an impromptu
picnic in the park after school. It was a lovely occasion and very appropriate with Mrs Marsh being a lover of being outdoors! We would like to
thank Anne for all she has done over the years
and we wish her a very Happy Retirement.

Friday, 3 June
1 - 3 pm - Picnic on Charlestown Green
organized by the Guides, Brownies and Rainbows.
Saturday, 4 June
Tennis Club : Members' only tournament
Church Open Day
Sunday, 5 June
10 am::
Special service, Limekilns Church
11.30 am: Children's Fancy Dress parade after the
Church Service.
3 - 5 pm: Queen tribute band at The Bruce.

The new Head teacher is Mrs Claire McCallum.
The school also said goodbye to the school
secretary, Julie, at the end of last term and the
post is now filled by Mrs Jill Reid. We wish both
Mrs McCallum and Mrs Reid a smooth and
successful transition and
welcome them to our very
special school.

Q ueen’s Platinum Jubilee Picnic

We wish pupils, staff and
parents a happy and
successful summer term and
many good years to come!

Come and join a community picnic to
celebrate the Platinum Jubilee; Charlestown
Green on Friday 3rd June 1.30 to 3.30pm.
Girlguiding Limekilns are co-ordinating this event
and invite all our friends, family, neighbours and
village community members to come together to
mark this special occasion. Our guiding promise
includes "serving our Queen and our community"
and we can't think of a better way to combine
these two values than celebrate with our village
community on this special day

Karen Grant

Big Plastic Count
You may have read about the Big Plastic Count
which takes place from 16th – 22nd May. This is a
quick National project to get an idea of just how
much plastic we all throw away as a nation. The
statistics collected will be used to put pressure on
governments, manufacturers, and retailers to
develop alternatives to single-use plastics, and stop
sending our waste to other countries. It’s very easy
to do. Get more information and your tally sheet at
https://thebigplasticcount.com/. Remember that
almost all plastics can now be put in our green bins.
Limekilns Eco Church

So make your picnic,
grab your blanket (or
even a table and
chairs!!) and come and
join the jubilee
fun. (Call 873381 if
you’ve any queries)

Sue Walker
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B

unting for Sale

Thanks to generous support and donations,
Girlguiding Limekilns have bunting for sale
in aid of the Queen’s Hall repair funds. An
example of the bunting can be seen at Woodside
Cottage, opposite the school and next to the
entrance to the park. £10 will buy you a 10m
length of brightly coloured bunting made from sail
cloth. Supplies are limited so please get in touch
via limekilnsbrownies@gmail.com to confirm your
order. Payment will be via bank transfer (ideally)
to the Queen’s Hall account. Bunting will be
available from mid-May onwards. It would be
great to see the villages decorated with bunting in
time for the Platinum Jubilee bank holiday
weekend.
Sue Walker

A

F

We're again using peat-free compost, and aiming to
have a good proportion of bee-friendly species. Our
bees have over-wintered well this year. While last
winter was mild and warmer than average, spring
does seem to be on the cool side, with no really
warm weather yet, and early May sunshine is below
average. Consequently plant growth is still relatively
slow, but the plants which provided colour over the
winter will be moved during the next month. Spring
bulbs are also finishing for this year, and primulas
and polyanthus will be replanted in a shady corner
for the summer and, like the bulbs should be reused
next autumn. Wallflowers are already providing
some colour, and other species should be coming
into bloom in the coming weeks.

TRY BOWLS
Enjoy Afternoon Tea
Visit craft stalls
Sunday 26th June, 2.00pm in the Queen’s Hall
Come along have fun

ebmaster’s PC Hints and Tips

I would remind people that if they get a
recorded message purporting to be from Amazon
about a refund or suspicious activity to hang up
immediately and DO NOT press 1.

If you're interested in our work, or have ideas for us,
and especially if you'd like to help with displays
maintenance, please get in touch with us via:
tom@chway.plus.com . Tom Leatherland, Secretary

http://www.limekilnschurch.org/webmaster.html

F

loral Displays Group

The group is preparing to
get out its new display tubs over
the next month, and then plant
them up with what should turn
out to be some colourful displays, including some
which will reflect the Ukrainian national colours.

CHARLESTOWN BOWLING CLUB
FUND RAISING

W

note to the Charlestown resident who sent
me a letter asking if it could be Included in this
newsletter; please contact me (872
618) so that I can have your name,
because I can’t do ‘anonymous’
letters, and I would very much like to
include it in the next issue.
Thanks! (Ed.)

rom Sandy and Diana Muirhead,
formerly Limekilns, now Saline (our loss; Saline’s gain!)

On Friday 29th April Sandy and I accepted the open invitation to hear a Praise
Band, J 3:16, perform in Limekilns Church. It was lovely to return; we appreciated
the warm welcome and atmosphere.
J 3:16 is a Christian Praise Band of talented musicians and vocalists. Their
music was inspiring - some songs written by them and some classic worship songs.
They came together on the internet sharing a common purpose to tell others how
God had performed miraculous healing in their lives from addictions, consequent relationship
breakdowns, hurt and prison. They wanted to share their experiences and give hope to others.
The whole evening was joyful and encouraging. So glad we went along!
Thank you to Limekilns Church for organizing such an uplifting evening, and thank you, J 3:16!

Diana
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PLEASE CONTINUE TO SUPPORT OUR LOCAL BUSINESSES

We thank every one of them for being here for us.

L

imekilns Men’s Club
Celebrates 25th Birthday.

Happy Birthday from all at
Limekilns Church to

On Friday 25th March the Limekilns Mens Club held a
25th Birthday Party in Limekilns Church and Church
Hall to celebrate 25 years of working with Church
members and the community.

LUCY GRIEVE
(Sheena Davies’ mother)

whose

The occasion (slightly delayed by covid) was marked
with a party for members and the village community
at which some of the Club's activities were on display
for all to try. Refreshments and a beautiful birthday
cake were kindly provided by members, the Church
and the community. The Guest of Honour was Lady
Martha Bruce (aged 100), who, with Roy McKenzie
and John Robertson, helped to establish the Club
(then Limekilns Church Men's Club) back in 1996. All
together an excellent day, enjoyed by all who
attended.

105th Birthday

will be on 25th May.

“Integrity has no need of rules” Albert Camus
(From Andy-next-door)

C

ROMBIE NEWS

On 23rd March the Residents Association
held its AGM. There was an election of
officers for 2022-23. All the current bearers were
re-elected and there were most welcome additions
to the membership of the committee. As well as the
calendar for the year, among the items discussed
was the need for an updated constitution. It was
agreed that this would require further discussion.

The Limekilns Men’s Club provides an opportunity
for men of all ages from Limekilns and its
surrounding area to meet once a week to enjoy
games, chat and occasional trips to local hostelries
and other places of interest. The Club meets at
2.00pm every Friday afternoon in Limekilns Church
Hall (at the back of the Church); new members are
always welcome. Please contact Jim Tucker (tel
01383 872520) for further details.

The first item on the calendar was the children’s
Easter Event. This took place on 15th April, was
well attended and great fun for all. Next was the
table-top/car-boot sale in the Community Garden
on 30th April, raising funds for various
charities. Offerings ranged from local handcrafts to
all sorts of attic junk and unwanted items (sorry,
treasured possessions!). Due to pressure of
demand, consideration is being given to repeating
these sales monthly during the Summer.
For the future, we can look forward to a Jubilee
Garden Party on Sat 4 June. Along the way, we’ll
be preparing once again for the Beautiful Scotland
and It’s Your Neighbourhood competitions. To help
us on our way, we were charmed to receive a
donation of two Sweet Pea plants from Limekilns’
Brownies. Thank you! Mike, on behalf of the CRA

The word joy is too great and grand to be
confused with the superficial things
we call happiness.

M

REMINDER: Two live performances of Princess Ida
this coming Saturday (14th May) at 2pm and
7.30 pm in our lovely church
Tickets, £10, are available from Karen (872341).

ISSING: The Autumn 2002 Village Link
magazine. Have YOU seen it? Do you
know where it may be found? If you can
help, please phone Eileen on 872 618.
4
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EW PATH OF NAMES LAUNCHED TO SAVE LIMEKILNS PIER

A different kind of path was beaten out by visitors to Limekilns Pier on Sunday 1 May – as well as
taking part in the postponed New Year’s Day Dip into the river, everyone was heading to see the new
attraction, the Beacon Way. Limekilns Heritage Trust had the idea of creating a path of Caithness flagstones,
each marking a family name, friends, organisations, and even pets. The fundraising scheme was launched as
part of The Dip event and immediately created great interest. Already an encouraging number of individuals
and families have signed up.
Stones are available in sizes to suit most pockets and samples are on the pier. LHT will mark your donation
with an inscribed stone in the path. With a donation, LHT can significantly increase the value through Gift
Aid. All details are in the leaflets being distributed around the villages, or on the website:
www/limekilnspier.org.
The Dip, hosted in his utterly inimitable style by Alex Hill, raised more than £1000. The raffle proved
particularly popular – not surprisingly given the number and quality of the prizes on offer - so very many
thanks to all who donated a prize.
Membership of Limekilns Heritage Trust is only £5 a year and is for your benefit so you can enjoy a safe stroll
on the pier for a long time to come.

Russell Kelly
Limekilns Heritage Trust

S

Forth Cruising Club

cottish Chamber Choir: June Concert
Directed by Ian McLarty

We were lucky with the calm
weather at our launch weekend
and launched over 50 boats,
erected half a dozen masts and moved others that
weren’t getting launched. I must thank the villagers
and visitors for their patience with regard to the
parking restrictions and the closure of the path
through our club grounds.

In Limekilns Church!
Songs of Farewell : Hubert Parry
Mass for 4 voices - William Byrd
The Song Sung True - Judith Weir
Saturday 4 June 2022, 7:30pm Rosslyn Chapel
Chapel Loan, Roslin, EH25 9PU
Saturday 11 June 2022, 7:30pm Limekilns Parish
Church: - 10 Church Street,
Limekilns, KY11 3HT

Some yachts remaining on the hard will soon be up
for sale. We always have a turnover of members so
there are still spaces in both our harbours for new
members.

Tickets:
Roslin: Booking link:
https://
www.ticketsource.co.uk/
scottishchamberchoir/tdynoom

We have a comprehensive racing programme and
some cruises pencilled in. Some of our members
hope to be sailing further afield – possibly
Shetland, the West coast and even to Norway. As
well as holding our own Regatta we will be taking
part in other clubs’ events.

Limekilns: £12 / students £6 / Under 18 free,
Booking link: https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/
scottishchamberchoir/t-remdyr via
TicketSource (links above) or at the door (card only)

We will shortly be holding Clubhouse social events
both indoors and in the garden. Monthly barbecues
are planned.
Please don’t forget the Club has a defibrillator in
our garden available for use for an emergency.

More information:
https://scottishchamberchoir.org.uk

The Club is open to new members and our website
can be found at www.forthcruisingclub.org.

Only three words in English begin with the letters
'dw' and they are all common words. ?????

Phil Whetton
Commodore
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rucehaven Tennis Club
The tennis season gets up to full speed in
May and we’re looking forward to our
busiest ever summer!

ommunity Council

With the departure of Martin Mulube as
Chair, the Community Council is working to
re-establish its role as a Coordination and
Information Hub for all Limekilns, Charlestown and
Pattiesmuir community activities.

After skilfully steering the club through some
challenging times, Stephen Ching and Chic Reedie
are stepping down from our committee - thanks
Stephen and Chic for everything you’ve done to
take the club into a really healthy position. We’re
delighted to welcome Alan Peacock, Heather
Wotherspoon, Colin Wotherspoon and Jenny Blair
to the committee, giving us a great team for 2022.

We'd welcome active participants in our meetings
as well as new leadership and we’ll work with local
Councillors (once they are elected on May 5th). If
you are interested in finding out what is involved,
please contact Geoff Cartwright (acting Chair) in the
first instance at gcartwright2012@gmail.com

We’re always pleased to welcome new members to
the club, but many of our activities are open to
non-members too.

We would especially welcome assistance with
Mailchimp or similar GDPR-compliant email
collation so we can more effectively communicate
across our vibrant communities. We would like to
extend our Community Council contact list, so that
everyone knows what is going on in our villages.

For more information about our tennis programme
and all the benefits of club membership, please see
our website https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/
BrucehavenTC, email us
at brucehaventennis@gmail.com, or check out our
Facebook page.

Geoff

T

Alan Russell , Head Coach

he Charlestown, Limekilns and Pattiesmuir
(CLP) Nature Conservation Group would

like to invite you to their first in-person meeting in
over 2 years! We will meet on Thursday 12th May
7.30pm at the Bruce Arms.

Christian Aid Week
2022 runs from the
15th– 21stof May.

Are you interested in nature and wildlife,
conservation, environmental issues, meeting other
like minded people and would like to get involved in
volunteering opportunities or would like to come
along to learn more or share your own ideas? Our
agenda will include the following as a starter: Update on group activities to date including Plastic and
Waste Free initiative, beach clean planning and
event planning, Project Seagrass community project,
Community Garden,
Wildlife monitoring.

This gives us all the opportunity to donate
generously to the work of this development
charity which works with those many
communities who suffer most from the injustices
wrought by Climate Change and conflict. The
familiar red Christian Aid envelope will be
delivered to you. There will be an address on it,
indicating where you can drop it off with your
donation. Do please give generously, (and fill in
the Gift Aid declaration if it is relevant). Of
course, you can always make your donation
on-line at www.christianaid.org.uk Thank you.

We welcome everyone of
all ages! If you would like to
come please email
Jo McFarlane
(jowildplanetexplorers@gmail.com) or text/call Jo
on 0781 312 4577 to let her know you are coming to
ensure we have sufficient space. Hope to see you
there!
Jo McFarlane

Join us this Christian Aid Week, and
help turn hunger into hope.
Sue Hamilton

The next newsletter edition will be published in June 2022
The deadline is Friday 10th June. Please contact me on or before then if you have something
you would like to be included. (eileenkk28@btinternet.com) Tel:872 618
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